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Oriantalistic Interpretations of the Event of Ghar Aneeq 
A Critical Study 

jyt lJ <f 


Abstract: 

Quran, Hadith and Seerat-un-Nabi (S.A.W.) have been 
the most significant subjects for modern Orientalists in 
view of their fundamental importance in the structure of 
Islamic Shariah. The study of orientalist work on Seerah 
reveals that they have interpreted the life of Hazrat 
Muhammad (S.A.W.) in light of their pre-established 
views and opinions about Islam. While illustrating any 
aspect or incident of the life of the Prophet, they tend 
to use the unauthentic historical traditions for achieving 
their desired results. While explaining a particular 
historical tradition, they often avoid mentioning the 
other versions of that tradition that may nullify their 
requisite conclusions. The incident of Gharaneeq is one of 
those incidents which has not only been misunderstood 
but also consciously misinterpreted by the Orientalists. 
The verses in the praise of Gharaneeq (female deities) 
that have been narrated by some Muslim historians 
became a foundation of the Orientalist theory of "Satanic 
verses" and hence provided them with an opportunity to 
raise questions about the authenticity of the whole 
Quran as a word of God. In this research paper an 
attempt has been made to describe the orientalists' 
illustrations of the incident of Gharaneeq, to analyse the 
validity of their arguments and to point out the narrative 
weaknesses of this incident. It will also highlight the 
methodology of Orientalists' study of Seerah literature. 
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When a tradition contains statements in 
disparagement of Mahomet, such as an indignity 
shown to him by his followers; or an insult from his 
enemies after his emigration (for then the period of 
his humiliation had passed, and that of his 
exaltation arrived); his failure in any enterprise or 
laudable endeavour; or, in fine, anything at variance 
either in fact or doctrine with the principles and 
tendencies of Islam, there will be strong reason for 
admitting it as authentic: because, otherwise, it 
seems hardly credible that such a tradition could be 
fabricated, or having been fabricated, that it could 

7 

obtain currency among the followers of Mahomet. 
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(348) 


,2019 yt> -,^1SJ) 


Indeed the story is so strange that it must be true in 
essentials. It is unthinkable that anyone should have 
invented such a story and persuaded the vast body 

o 

of Muslims to accept it. 
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Critics of tradition have endeavoured to discredit 
the honesty of those who reported this story; but it 
is impossible to suggest a motive for its invention 
other than a desire to discredit Muhammad, the 
Quran and Islam itself...and such a supposition in 
regard to sincere Muslims is absurd. In fact the 
incident is the strongest possible testimony to the 
sincerity of Muhammad. Of course it opens the 
door to the enquiry whether he may have been 
mistaken in supposing that his words were inspired 
on other occasions also; but as the Quran itself 
rightly says, this has been the possible fate of 
prophets at all times, and there have been prophets 
who have not frankly and immediately 
acknowledged that they were mistaken. 9 
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^ /^/l/y*(^/(vi( <(J"J"k£T I (jli C^4 l/^ 1^ U* 



(350) 


,2019 /S > -jJSJt 


{//lij^Lzl jyyjc^^ifS^ 

\j i <L~)^\i\/ ^ J/l j\d StiJsf 
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ll ~<^ £ .Ji\j^ tjiJj^f'lJ'cJbl4 >j5i£- 
Strong as was the Prophet's will, there were times 
when he could be bent; and having resigned himself 
to approving the Meccan polytheism, he had now to 
resign himself to declaring that he had made a 
mistake...The compromising verses were erased 
from the Surah, and an apology substituted. In this 
he declares that whenever a prophet recites his 
oracles the devil is quite sure to interpolate. God, 
however, revises the proofs, and throws out the 
devil's interpolation. The fruit of the long 
negotiations was thus lost; the Refugees for the 
most part returned to Abyssinia, few of them having 
even entered Meccah...The persons who had 
procured the compromise were more than ever 
embittered at Mohammed's slipperiness and bad 
faith. 12 
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The Christians and Jews believed in the existence 
of a secondary and subordinate kind of supernatural 
being, angels and the belief in angels, jinn and other 
supernatural beings was still a living part of the 
traditional Arab outlook. Muhammad and his 
followers may have looked on the "godesses" as 
beings of this kind. 14 

C& siJrf bj S*-?/ if I £J~"4kZ'ljJZs‘ j)l Ji^} 

:^L /&At>dr 

In this earliest period Mohammed advanced the 
thesis that the three Meccan goddesses were in 
reality angels to whom one might appeal as 
advocates goddesses were in reality angels to whom 
one might appeal as advocates before Allah, a thesis 
which he later rejected, and perhaps even 
interpreted as a satanic inspiration. 15 

ifl/ S* 
- U ! Sj' £- 

ft> SiJWlf /" SL- fbjfp’Mil Jr'jJ'l 
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But Muhammad soon awoke to the fact that he had 
made a mistake and that he must at once retire from 
the false position he had taken up. He saw that the 
people still worshipped idols and that his 
concession had done no practical good. 17 

\j£\S (3-tf ij 2 ^ c)l ^ l" 

j)lJL <r j 

tc(J^f JJ** 

<£-*& j £^-‘Z—yi[^! l 

J*\L ^lTi jikZ (/V Zl cJi 

£I^UfcSjiJSj/f/ctf Jl> 

Z~ 2. c^b-'ZVZl^y 

18 -^l />^/<}\S t,Jl^tM 

<Zj?.Z, C^ttO -/ ^^ 
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...the political implications of the verses are 
interesting. Did Muhammad accept them as genuine 
because he was interested in gaining adherents at 
Medina and at-Tai'f and among the surrounding 
tribes? Was he trying to counterbalance the 
influence of the leaders of Quraysh, who were 
opposed to him, by having large numbers of 
supporters? At the very least the mention of these 
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shrines is a sign that his vision is expanding. 19 
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These inconsistencies of the Messenger of God may 
shake the faith of the true believer; and if they were 
not so well authenticated they might appear in his 
eyes as scandals and inventions of the enemies of 
his religion; but they impress those, who consider 
the Qoran as the work of Mohammad, with a more 
favorable notion of his character than his other 
actions are likely to do. By deviating from his 
conviction only to the extent to which several truly 
pious Christian missionaries did not scruple to go, 
he might have extricated himself from all 
persecutions and difficulties, the end of which he 
could then not foresee; and he might at once have 
placed himself at the head of his nation; but he 
disdained to gain this victory at the sacrifice of his 

conviction, and declared that the devil had 

22 

prompted to him the objectionable verses. 



(356) 


,2019 /f > -jJSJt 
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’.UZ&ijl/iS*' ■ /" -£\{^2—}‘^~ J{s£-iS 
Muhammad had been longing for peace with the 
Quraysh; he knew how devoted they were to the 
goddesses and may have thought that if he could 
find a way of incorporating the gharaniq into his 
religion, they might look more kindly on his 
message. When he recited the rogue verses, it was 
his own desire talking — not Allah — and the 
endorsement of the goddesses proved to be a 
mistake. Like any other Arab, he naturally 
attributed his error to a Shaytan. 23 
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The reason for such an invention and insertion is 
that the Unbelievers who prostrated with the 
Messenger (PBUH) were later sharply criticised by 
their fellow pagans who were not present. It was 
then that they made a lie about the Prophet (PBUH) 
and invented the idea that he showed sympathy for 
their gods so that they could find an excuse for their 
prostration. 30 

j'tjf /Uil 

l Jl*\ tjt <£L ij) Sd^f S 22 if2lf fjy^'i/i 
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